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During the laot decades twe bdasio kinds of aphasia were
deseribed - those of fluent and son-fluent types. (
Luria, 1973).

in flueat aphasia complex (logical or pazedigmatie)
organization of language was disturbed whereas flueat,
syntaguatie speech was preserved. In non-fluent aphacia
the acguieition of logieal wTelations of language remained
undisturved wicreas syategmeti.cal conuseiions, underlying
fluent speech -~uffered.

It has %o be mentiened that In all Linds of Tiwent
aphacias (acoustie or temporal, semantic or parieto- oo-
wm;mmmymmu.m
1init, Ammestic disturbances in word Tianding or nemning
iimited the pyocess of rluent speoch, snd expressed at-
tempts to find proper words (...l weunt o & walk, eand
there was... & hen?,...n0. .not & hem,.. & duek...no, aot
a Guok,.. & bird..., no, . it does fly...bur not a diwd...
well... ai! & butterfiy?!,...”) results vexy often in a
digrupted epeech whioh Pemaine poteatially fiuent but
which becomes interrupted ae & vesult of the troubles of



inmediate finding of a nceded word,
fow eun this group of patients overcoue such a de~

observation of a widely known patient and becuuse the data
are baged on observations mads @uring move than 30 years.

Some Shree years ago we published & smsil book "The
man with a shattered world® (Bacie Books,1971) whers we
decerided & pationt (Zasseteki) who during Worldd War I ve-
oeived a fragment shell injuwy in the left parieto ocecedpi~
tal lebe, 4 revere syndrome of pariletsl apharia re-sulted,
whieh started with defect of orientation in Tpade,a
sgraiphia exypreesed amnestic aprhasis (troubles in word find
ing) and covere élsturbances of (ecoding complicated logiog
~gramstiosl ceastructions,

The last group of defects (naning and pemantie) re-
sained throughout the 30 yeare of earveful study and yohabi-
Litative treatment, whereas flueat speeoh with well orga~
"nised prorodiecs proved to be preserved,

Puring the fixst year our pationt was fully alectic
sn€ agraphie; but gfter the Tirst 4 aonthe we were able to
resover his writing, The methof we used wan a peculiar one.
The patient wap unable to write letters consciously preser-
viag their orleatstion im space; fhe sonld mot cingleount
separate letters and grasp the secuenee of letters in the



word cQliewe, All attenpte t0 use an ordinazy traianing
routine (with analysing a word in syllabes, combination
of sylladbes in & word) did not verult i any success,

Enowing that the edntrel fuctor underiying the gynd-
rose was & Gefeet of grasping simultaneous relations and
obgerving the fuct that motor suthiomatisms were preserved
we proposed to the patient that he write ae faot o pog~
2ikla not rvesoviag from the paper; in other wowds
we asked tic patient s%op all attenpts of consecious
analyeis of the word and to syply Lthe sofox authonaticng
of Lis well scoustoned writing, The paradoxal Lact was
that wiile asiag sis motor autiomatiome he could at oane
write & short word, being vexy curprised that writing wae
really presexved, aad after tuis fizet attenpt at the
writing process was 20 recovered that he started %o write
his dlaxy and during the mext 25 years accemplished an
outstending docusent, desoribing sis fozmer life and the
adstoxy of bhdp wound An more than 3.000 (aow 4,500) weit-
tnu,m. Thie docunent was the basic for my book "The
nman with & shattered world" where an extoaded desewiption
of the whole syndrome was nade.

fhe proeass of wpitiag the diazy was not at all an
easy task for thds patient; it took an uneredidle amount
of time %o wryite 48, Phe patient spent 6~8 hours euch day
to write one to thxes pages. The difficaltiss were not . -



aseoolated with the writing of the word itoelf, wather
with finding the proper word, with a conveiously asxde com
bination of worde in a phwase, with finding the schene of
the phrase needed oto. Resding the just writtes phvace re-
adined terribly difficult snd de-coding of sepavated
word remained a ctep=-by-etep proceessn, Flueat written
epeoch was hampered by ammertie aphasia and defeots in
logico grammatical comotruetion.
Sere is how the patient himcelf describes his adf-
ricultien:
“essl am gitting at ny work, my peneil in uy hand
and a sheet of paper.. A1l worde arve beyitehed, I
an unable to find them to express my Shoughts,..
I have to make Serridble efforts $o find fivetly
one word, and then She second, and the thiyd,..
pifferent worde come to my anind, but I cannot find
the right one,... And when 1t appears in my nonory
- the thought 1s lost, and I have to astart anew,..
fo I save sometimes to wuit hours and hours Sill
the tnought appears, and then I have the same
troubles, trying to find word by word, to precserve
ny thoughte and to write thes dom,... It iz & %1~
tanio work..."
The full awarenece of his basie problem caused the
patieant to want to oversome these diffieulties,



The anowey was found (mowe practically than logieally
only after oa "5-P6 years of his daily writing. It con-
the extended written expoeition whioh wao asocompliched
step=by=ntep, he turmed to asuother way and began to use
@ kind of xiythmical proge whieh was eloce to poetyy:
here he used a mall gquthomaSiced speeqh rrocess, using as
fully aco possible the preserved syntagmaticul units and
evading oo htult-lm-ubham.m-
otep anslyoie of noninal and logico~grunmatical organisg~
tion of language.

That 1o wiy hie diaxy, which had been ddwing the
umm-mmmtmuuwa
long reries of conseious verbal trials, undexwent & basie
Ohanges, beconing move aund more a process of whythmicael
("poetis”) speeeh, where the patiecnt sdden excessive words
which were not needed for the contents of his mavration
but which were uced to make "g narvation ar suthomatised
49 possible with a dominance of prosodie orgunization of
his fluent speech.Phis method - an the patient's exporiewe
told him, was much easlier than an ordinaxy method, and
that most of nds diavy written during his last years be-
Game & kind of "poetical” wiytmizised” prose, which made
the pationt adle to stop dealing with parudignatic rela-
tmnuhnacmx-uuo—.umumu
authomutized syntagmatic speech owgunization as much as it



wae possible. We rhall tzy te give only s few exanples
Sxying to preserve the Bussian constructions of the text
in it's Fnglish tranelation,

"Heve am I eitting, sy friends, and writtiag, o,
how 1 curvived ana, oh, my friends, T am txying to
finé all the wordr %o express my terrible illmess,
«s.-Yorde, oh wy Lrieads, Sthey are guning so siow to
By paper, and I doudbt it you will understond, oh, my
friende all the years of oy terrible illness, Aftey
this terrible wound, oh my friends, all was broken
to places... Nor I/4m a ehilé who loot all his
povars of aecguived leawning, All tae knowledge I bad
@isappered, oh yer, oh wy friende”,..ste.
mumua'om.ummmu

sueh & tasle, "...%0® another ply cielan I have, oh my
friends, she is young and oh, yes she ip bright and so
nice i appeavence..."Now I shall be your doctor che said,
don't you mention?” "0h, ne! was my answer, I do not ob~-
Jeet” 1 have saild, oh ma frende” eote,

The data we mentlioned are of significance both for a
better understanding of the ways which cun be used for an
overeouing a bacle deféot in cavmes of a semantic kind of
amnestio apiwsia (where paradyguetio defeots recsult in
some secanduxy troubles of the pr mary pronerved syntag-
mm).mmamm#.nm
payciwlogical differcuces of the orgunizatioan of poetical



iz prosaiec spesch procescesn.

Yo hwave the liberty in preseantiang thies short sote
Gesaune it 1o based on long oboervutions of & unigue
case of a oubjeot who alrveady contributed a sigaificant
anount to ouy knowledge of cemantie apharcis and whose
exporience during the 39 yearxs of hfs illmess givers &
unigue possibility to study some iaportsnt neuvopsycho~
logical nmcohanioms,



